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PRESIDENT0S ANNUAL MESSAGE

By Tuck Maakestad, President
deliverd at the General Membership Meeting on March 15, 2003
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The theme is fiTechnology: Converging at the Top of the
Worldo. This conference has taken two years to plan, and
will be an event to remember. It is a National conference, not
a State conference, so it will be different than the conference
we are used to. It will be a good time to take some work-
shops and classes in the areas of our profession that some of
us dondt normally spend too much time with, as well as catch
some information on the subjects with which we are most fa-
miliar. | encourage you to embrace the change in pace with
enthusiasm T it does us good. A big thank you is in order to
Don Davis, the conference Chairman, and all of the rest of the
Conference Committee, who have worked so tirelessly to help
National put this conference together. A special thanks is
e to Mike Fretwell for his assistance in setting up the Great
ain Adventure.
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PRESIDENTO0S MESSAGE

continued from 1

monitoring and dealing with this year will be 1) Review and take a stand on the
NCEES Model Law; 2) Work with the AELS Board in developing continuing
education requirements; and 3) Depending on the outcome of our review of the
NCEES Model Law, move towards development and acceptance of Minimum Stan-
dards. On these three issues it is imperative that we move carefully and cautiously
to develop meaningful guidelines and requirements that will beneyt our profession
and our individual members as well as the public for generations to come.

The Anchorage and Mat-Su Chapters are working toward establishing a State Cen-
ter of Population monument in the Mat-Su area. We are hoping to be able to locate a
reference monument at the Visitorés Information Center on the south side of Wasilla,
with a display showing the bearing and distance to the actual Center of Population
for the latest census, and also have provision for additional bearings and distances to
be added for future censuses. As the years pass, it will be interesting to see which
way the center moves. This is part of a national project co-sponsored by NOAAGls
National Ocean Service (NOS), the Census Bureau, and the American Congress on
Surveying and Mapping (ACSM). More information and other links can be found
at www.ngs.noaa.gov/INFO/COP/.

We will continue to pursue the other issues we face this year, and will discuss them
in detail at the Membership Meeting. | welcome your comments and suggestions
for items to pursue in the coming months and year.

Special mention and thanks to John Bennett for maintaining the ASPLS website.
What a wealth of information, helps and links you have put together for us all!

I am excited about the opportunities we have in this Great Land of ours, and look
forward to the roles that each of us can yll to promote and better our industry among
those we serve. | encourage each of you to ynd a way to participate in ASPLS. If
you have fallen out of membership, | encourage you to rejoin. There are many op-
portunities to be involved at both the local and state level. We must stand together
in support of our common goals.

Respectfully Submitted,

Tuck Maakestad

Tallak D. ATucko Maakestad, PLS
President
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L AND SURVEYING BoARDS FORUM

by Pat Kalen, PLS

This meeting was held at the ACSM national
conference in Phoenix and was chaired by
Patrick Kalen, PLS, representing the Alaska
Board of Registration. Several guests were
present, including: Craig Savage, NSPS
President-elect, Jerry Carr, Glenn Savery,
Jim Plasker, and Pete Hutchison and Robert
Krebs, President of NCEES. NSPS Presi-
dent John R. Fenn was unable to make the
meeting.

There were a total of 26 attendees, repre-
senting the following States: Alaska, Ari-
zona, Florida, Idaho, Kentucky, Michigan,
Mississippi, Nevada, Oklahoma, South
Dakota, Texas, Vermont, and Washington
State.

poooooon

Jim Plasker, ASPRS President (and past
ACSM Chairman) gave a report on the
Model Law and led a lively discussion on
the status of photogrammetry and GIS in
various jurisdictions. The Alaska Board
of Registration has endorsed a regulation
project that will adopt major portions of the
Model Law, changing the name of Profes-
sional Land Surveyors to Professional Sur-
veyors, and grandfathering in photogram-
metrists as Professional Surveyors although
they will not be allowed to sign boundary
plats. South Dakota has adopted some of
the Model Law, but the changes are not able
to be enforced. In Washington, the Land
Surveyors Association is planning to sub-
mit ideas and a draft for possible legislation
to the State Legislature. In Mississippi, the
name of Land Surveyors has been revised,
but they have not dealt with the issue of ad-
mitting photogrammetrists. Rita Lumos of
Nevada announced that the Model Law task
force has a ynal product, and it is scheduled
to be brought up and voted on at the next
NCEES meeting. Florida was brought up as
an example of poor handling of the grand-
fathering phase. They tried to cover pho-
togrammetrists as surveyors, with a short
grandfathering phase. Now photogramme-
trists refer to a fiwallo around Florida.

N [ [

Discussion revealed that not much is being
done on these issues in most jurisdictions.
The Colonial States have started discussing
some of these issues, and feel there should
be questions on this subject at the national
vs. regional exam levels. Alaska has a 4-
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year degree program in place at the univer-
sity, and feels that these subjects could be
included as part of the planning of subdivi-
sions for professional surveyors.

ooomnoo

Comity and the next issue of education
requirements are often mixed together in
determining qualiycations in various ju-
risdictions. Alaska feels that comity issues
are more difycult for surveyors than for
engineers. Recent rules are changing and
updates for registrants must keep up.

I o
0oooiooooooo

There was quite a lot of discussion on this
subject, and it became apparent that rules
vary greatly from jurisdiction to jurisdic-
tion. Some states require a 4 year degree
in surveying, some require a 2 year degree
plus experience, others will allow a progres-
sively more advance experience regimen.
Some states allow construction staking;
many do not. The question of uniformity
in applications and reviews was discussed,
with some states being more stringent, and
others being more relaxed in their require-
ments and review processes. It was brought
up that for comity to work, requirements for
application, especially education, should be
more standardized, so that if a person is eli-

gible in one state, he/she WE)THd be eligible in
another state. Photogrammetrists need mo-
bility among states, with an easier method
for achieving comity and grandfathering.

I o o | Y
Pete Hutchison gave the report with ad-
ditional words from Robert Krebs, current
President of NCEES.

They stressed the need for the Model Law to
be adopted nation-wide, that its provisions
need universal adoption. They are involved
with setting up the next task analysis, poll-
ing active surveyors and organizations. A
pilot study has been sent to a broad group,
including state boards, URISA, photogram-
metrists, etc. The biggest issue seems to
be Professional Surveyor vs. Professional
Land Surveyor. There seem to be still many
misunderstanding and ambiguities, includ-
ing a perceived tiered licensure.

Robert Krebs from NCEES stressed the
need for exam security and what was being
done. He also discussed how many times
a year exams should be offered, and how
closely NCEES should work with individual
state boards. He feels NCEES should do
more with surveyors.

0ooooooo

Ted Sack from the Oklahoma Board was
elected to Chair the 2004 Boards Forum.

AELS Bo

compiled from the draft minutes of the meeting
on February 25-26, 2003

ouooooiouoobointooon

The Board discussed the process it took to
develop the regulations that phased in the
new requirement for education in order to
qualify for the FLS or license exam. The
Board general felt that they were allow-
ing time for applicants to work their way
through the system. The Board did not
speciycally offer a grandfathering clause
but rather one of a phase-in time that they
thought was lengthy enough to allow can-
didates time to comply.

Pat Kalen was empathetic to the concerns
of any land surveyors who had not realized
that they needed to apply by a time certain
to take the PLS exam. The Chair indicated
that the changes to the regulations were
adopted by the Board and a time-certain

ARD NEwS

date was clearly indicated.

The Chair also indicated that the Board
has reviewed at least one instance where
a land surveyor was licensed in another
jurisdiction and was unable to obtain co-
mity because of Alaskats requirement for
minimum education standards of 2-3 years
for land surveyors.

I

Scott McLane spoke about the NCEES
Model Law. He indicated that there has
been an effort at the national level to add
photogrammetry and Geographic Infor-
mation Systems (GIS) to the deynition of
land surveyoring. He has spent some time
working on draft language that could be
presented in May. The Chair asked if he
would work with Kalen and the Executive
Administrator on the draft language.
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by George Strother, PE, PLS

NSPS Governors met March 29 and 30,
2003 at the beginning of the ACSM and Ar-
izona society joint conference in Phoenix,
Arizona. NSPS is ynancially solvent, and
has about one year of operating in reserve.
A small decline in the reserves last year was
mainly due to increased operating expenses
from a larger than expected increase in ap-
plications to the Certiyed Survey Techni-
cian (CST) program. But there is concern
about the continuing decrease in nationwide
membership both in NSPS and many of the
state societies. For several years, the NSPS
membership dues income has been steadily
declining. The professional societies must
serve their clients imembersd better so
members will renew and non members
will join. NSPS will be looking at how to
increase non-dues income.

ooiomoooo

Trig-Star packets have been available from
NSPS national headquarters since the end
of September. Last school year, nation
wide, about 300 high schools gave the Trig
Star quiz, and about $40,000 of prizes were
awarded. So far for this year, 18 states have
purchased site licenses, and 103 school
packets have been mailed. The Trig-Star
scholarship fund, through investing in
cash accounts and HUD bonds, has grown
to $32,300 by the end of 2002. Donations
to the tax deductible Trig Star fund are
requested. The Alaska Trig-Star test will
be given on Thursday April 24, 2003. The
time can be set as needed at each school.
It is usually better if the proctor for each
school can visit the school for a class ses-
sion a few weeks prior to the test to give ex-
amples of how trigonometry is used in real
life and to show the students what services
surveyors perform.

0U0oo00D00ooooiooo0oooon

Government Affairs Updates are
available by e-mail. Whoever is interested

PacE 4

can sign up on www.acsm.net. At this time
this is available to everyone, member or not.
Staff is looking at setting up the web site to
have a fimemberds only sectiono to restrict
some services to dues paying members.

o o

Modiycations are being reviewed by
Congress in HB 237. ACSM has voiced
opposition to expanding the Over Time
exemption to include all employees with: a
four year degree, eight years of experience,
technicians, and those who interpret plans.
ACSM feels that this is to the detriment for
those coming into the surveying and map-
ping professions.

Legislative Folders are available for any one
that may be visiting with their Congres-
sional representatives, senators, or staffs.
These folders include executive summa-
ries of items important to NSPS/ACSM
members. The folders are loose leaf so
they can be easily updated or just the most
important individual sheets can be left with
the ofycials. Our lobbyist can get into see
congressional ofycials, but they listen even
more to constituents. So if any of you are
going to the D.C. area and have time to go to
the congressional ofyces, please contact the
NSPS/ACSM ofyce for information on cur-
rent federal surveyor issues. NSPS/ASCM
staff is looking at arranging a filobby dayo
where many surveyors can have coordi-
nated meetings with congress.

Qualiycation Based Selection (QBS) is not
in favor by several state legislatures. NSPS/
ACSM is helping several state societies with
QBS justiycation documents.

I

Federal Prison Industries are performing
many services for federal and local govern-
ments, including GIS and mapping services.
NSPS/ACSM is voicing concern to the
appropriate agencies about using prison
labor in competition with the private sector
services.

A

HUDGs Real Estate Settlement Procedures
Act manual only has one line saying that
the lender may require a survey. NSPS
has proposed that additional information
be provided to buyers describing surveys

NSPS BoaArRD OF BOARD OF

and describing differences between mort-
gage inspections and boundary surveys.
Many title companies say the risk is low
for boundary questions and donit want to
require the expense of lot surveys. But title
policies usually exclude coverage to items
that would be found by a survey. NSPSfs
position is that homebuyers need to be in-
formed.

0o00nooooooon

The ACSM Political Action Committee
auction was held on Sunday evening raised
$6,200. Donations from Alaskan survey-
ors, Craig Savage, Ed Palmer, and myself,
totaling $200, were used to purchase four
scrimshawed ivory items that were sold at
the auction.

ooopoomoog

Express Map, by American First Title
(AFT), is being advertised as an alterna-
tive to ALTA surveys. They say they can
do their boundary analysis with their GIS
and they have surveyors on staff for their
underwriting concerns. ACSM Executive
Director, Curt Sumner wrote AFT raising
questions about their methods. AFTGs attor-
ney responded, essentially saying they are
making business decisions and for ACSM
to butt out. ACSM will continue the corre-
spondence, trying to get AFT6s administra-
tion to understand boundary surveys. There
may be a question if AFT is doing surveying
according to many state laws.

Qrooooonnooog

A GIS Certiycation pilot program in Geor-
gia has been started by URISA. NSPS will
be watching this program as the certiyca-
tions seems to be issued on a subjective ba-
sis and are not test based. If many agencies
start requiring URISAs GIS certiycation,
it may affect surveyorts mapping services.
One PLS has applied to URISA for certiy-
cation to see the difyculty of their certiyca-
tion process.

0oO0iooOboooo

Lewis and Clark celebrations are being held
for the next two years. NSPS/ACSM is par-
ticipating in 15 signature events along with
local surveyors, parks, and NGS. A 12 inch

brass disk was set at Monticello, Virginia.
continued on next page
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ACSM restructuring should go out for a
vote of the members in May. Please return
your ballot. Craig Savage, NSPS President
Elect, will cover the restructuring in more
detail in his report.

poooboOmooboimoon

NCEES mailed out a questionnaire to sur-
veyors that will be used to create questions
for the professional land surveying exams
for the next 7 years. These are sent out
randomly. If you receive a questionnaire,
please complete it and return it. NCEES has
been supporting NSPE&s Math Counts, and
an engineering video tape encouraging reg-
istration. NCEES has said they can provide
some funding for NSPS6s Trig-Star program
and a NSPS video.

Certiyed Survey Technician (CST) program
by NSPS has been growing rapidly the past
three years. Goals of the CST program are:

1. recognize the importance of techni-
cians;

2. provide credentials for technicians;
3. provide employers standard levels
for job hires, assignments, and ad-
vancements;

4. ofycial recognition by the profes-
sional society; and

5. grant the individual with a sense of
achievement.

The Level 1 test is now available on the net,

with an approved on site proctor. Passing
is 70% out of 180 points. Internet tests for
Levels 2 through 4 have been drafted and
are being beta tested. Paper test are still
planned to be given twice a year. Alaska
still needs a CST coordinator. If you are
interested in the program please contact me
for more information.

Spring 2004 ACSM Convention will be held
March 29 to April 2, 2003 in Nashville, Ten-
nessee. .

If anyone would like information from a
certain state, please contact me as | have
state reports from most states. Points of
interest from some of the states:

oooomoo

Florida surveying and Mapping Society is
hiring a recruiter for the purpose of increas-
ing the number of students in the Geomatics
program at the University of Florida.

oo

The Surveying Education Foundation of
New England has incorporated to be the
legal and ynancial entity for the survey-
ing program at the University of Maine.
$244,000 has been committed for 3 years to
pay professors, but more funds are needed
for equipment. Maines legislature is con-
sidering a law that would require a land
survey for all land transfers.

MEETING

googoo

PLSO plans to introduce a revision of the
Oregon Lien Law to the legislature which
will provide relief to surveyors attempting
to make collections for services provided

00oooibbobono

North Carolina has tested the yrst group
of certiyed FEMA surveyors. There was a
75% passing rate

ooooomonood

South Dakotads web site, www.sdspls.org/
nshof, is asking for 1 or 2 nominations
from each state for a national surveyorés
hall of fame that would be on the SD web
site. One-Call Utility Locating is causing
severe problems in SD as they now have a
state statute that for construction the Once-
Call Center must be used. But, the utility
companies got removed from the legislation
the requirement for the One-Call company
to perform locates for design.

ooooooooo

The Tennessee Association of Professional
Surveyors has hired an attorney to take le-
gal action against certain communities that
have enacted rules that limit the areas of
practice of land surveyors already provided
by state law.

/

OoooooooloolloooooolOoooomoolUoooooooolool0000000cooooooO0
Presentation set for Wednesday, May7th at 11:15am - 12:30pm in the Board Room at the Egan Center
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he ACCESS 2003 workshop and Gen-

eral Membership meeting hosted by the
Fairbanks Chapter of ASPLS succeeded in
every respect. The workshop brought to-
gether a wide assortment of land surveyors,
land title examiners and right of way experts
for two days of educational presentations
on RS 2477 and Section Line Easements
and Alaska Railroad Right of Way Issues.
Participants beneyted from a well rounded
lineup of speakers and generous question
and answer periods. The -
ASPLS General Membership
meeting was well attended,
ran through a intriguing list
of issues and even ended on
time.

While certain difyculties
were encountered due to the
wind storm in Anchorage,
both workshops were well at-
tended. There were 108 total
workshop registrations, with
nearly $17,000 in registration
fees collected.

I o O A B

President Tuck Maakestad
called the meeting to or-
der as members ynished
breakfast. The agenda
was accepted as written.
Walt Robillard, guest speaker,
and Vicky Sterling, proposed
administrative secretary, were
welcomed.

President Maakestad  of-

fered a gracious welcome, and encouraged
members to read the ASPRS Conference
Program to see the scope of this joint effort
with ASPRS. He thanked Don Davis for his
efforts on developing the conference, and
thanked Mike Fretwell for arranging the
Alaska Railroad train ride component.

0ooooooobinboboooy

Paul Whipple has fulylled the treasurer
duties assisted by his son, since the elected
ofycer was unable to complete the term. He
included the rafpe account in the general re-
port for the yrst time; previously, it had been
reported separately. In general, committees
have operated within reasonable budgets,
but the report shows a deycit because mem-
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FAIRBANKS WORKSHOP

bership is down. Tuck noted that the ACSM
joint membership effort is a plus, providing
a good national connection and giving local
members a good deal price-wise. There was
a motion and second to accept the report; no
discussion was offered and acceptance was
unanimous.

0ooooooomoooooo

Trig Star and the Center of Population
Monument were the main projects this year.
Last year, the chapter supported
7 schools in Trig Star. Also of
interest, the Municipality of
Anchorage has requested com-
ments on draft speciycations for
as-built surveys. Comments have
not been provided yet, butin a re-
lated matter a letter has been sent
about owner-modiyed as-builts.
The chapter may take up the is-
sues of as-builts and streamlined
permitting at the mayoral level.
Membership meetings are the 3¢
Tuesday at Sea Galley.

0oioooooOooooooo

Trig Star was a main focus of
the chapter, with 5 schools par-
ticipating and a record amount
of prize money distributed. Bill
Mendenhall lead the effort to
collect prize money, and more
than $1000 was awarded. Meet-
ings featured a variety of local
borough and Anchorage NSPS
speakers; in addition, Bill Men-
denhall presented an educational
session at every meeting.

uoobnogoooog

Two educational seminars were presented
with DNR and BLM, on interpreting status
plats. They were able to offer a low price.
They also had an advanced easement law
seminar presented by Dan Beardsley. The
chapter was meeting every 4 to 6 weeks in
winter, and also has been active in respond-
ing to Kenai Peninsula Borough survey
issues.

pooinomooooooo

The chapter had 3 schools participate in
Trig Star last year, one of which had over
50 students, and they have 6 schools signed
up for this year. The chapter also is working

with the Anchorage chapter on the Center
of Population Monument. They have had
meetings on the MSB Title 16 re-write.
They have also cleared local baseline monu-
ments. The chapter also is working with the
Transportation Museum, putting original
railroad surveys and historical equipment
and photos there.

Ooooioooooooogooog

Professor Steve Buchanan reported that
the Student Chapter is getting more active
again, with monthly guest speakers, and
might undertake a summer project. The
University is trying to return its focus to
basic yeld operations, and has a new course,
survey computations. They are preparing for
the upcoming ABET review. The University
is working with Accupoint and Trimble to
accept Trimbleds largest ever donation to a
university: $500,000 in equipment spon-
sorship. The University needs to establish
a secure place to keep the equipment, and
name a lab for Trimble. They are working
on a geomatics movie to show at confer-
ences and use for recruiting. They will offer
a new certiycate in GIS, and report strong
enrollment in the program.

0ooooooooo

George Strother reported on a variety of
issues. We have a very active full-time
lobbyist with ACSM; see the
government affairs e-newslet-
ter at acsm.net. NSPS is push-
ing for qualiycations based
selection (QBS) of surveyors.
Alaska does not vyet sup-
port the Certiyed Surveyors
Technician program, but this
approach might make it easier
to hire qualiyed individuals.
The local Trig Star program
is about 5" nationwide for
number of students. George
visited all ASPLS chapters
last year to talk about the
national societyls activities,
and offers to do so again this
year. The NSPS PAC auction
is coming up T only individu-
als (not chapters) can give, and
George is collecting. The next
meeting will be in Phoenix in
late March, and offers some good courses
and BLM workshops.
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